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PaStOI"S Thereds Some
age Pastor Joel Vander Koo

| 6ve always |l oved seed catalogs and packets of s
beautiful pictures of bicolored corn, green beans, orange carrots, deep purple beets, and Yukon Gold Potato
blueberries, and blackberries, and all the new varieties of tomatoes, are enough to thrill the heart and imagin
tion of every gardener. What a wonderful selection of things to choose from. All this variety reminds us of the
words in Holy Scripturef And God said, fdALet the earth sprout v
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth. And it was so. The earth brought
forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to it ¢Gerdesisildi?2). Bowthen @oste anchap- t h
preciate the different varieties we behold the marvelous handiwork of God; and when it looks so good to us \
are having the same reaction to it as the One Whose image we bear. Wow, that looks good!

Seeds teach us important lessons about life: What you plant is what you get. If you plant hot chili peppers it
would be foolish to expect sweet potatoes. If you plant black caps, it would be crazy to anticipate a harvest c
cherries. This is the important lesson that seeds teach us every planting season. And what is true of the see

we plant is also true of the deeds we plant. For
be foolish to expect a harvest of harmony, cooperation, and gratitude. Every day we sow a little something,
and nearly every day we reap a |ittle something
take a closer | ook at what weodre planting: faith
|l i kely to happen if our conversation iIs always f

sow a harvest we will reap, but actions also have a way of establishing an entire field which will eventually
multiply for harvest: babysitting, baking, lawn care, painting, being there in times of need, lifting others up,
these deeds and more sow seeds.

The Biblesaysh e one who sows r i ght e dRrovartbs $1s18);peitWh ose vseu r e or
i njustice wi(Proverbs€28). The dalv af sowingyand reaping also teaches us this ¢hat,

whoever sows sparingly wil!/ al so reap spari,ngly,
together with this promisét He who supplies seed for the sower a
your seed for sowing and i nc (2€arimthians 96&810)hAnd thiefasirt o f
warning and timely challengg:Do not be deceived: God i s not mock

also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows tc
the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we
will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially tc
t hose who are of (Gahtanst:aQ).sehol d of faithbo

Now with the help of our God, wise and happy pl a
and abundant harvest for the good of all and for His Glory. Plant with prayer!



Meet Mr. & Mrs. Eric
Eric Gene and Larissa Dee were united in Holy Matrimony on Saturday, March 29, 2014 by Rev. Joel Vande
Kooi here at Rock Valley United Reformed Church. Parents of the couple are Dale of Sanborn, Julie of Rock
Vall ey, and Rick and Paula of Rock Valley. Stand
brother, Jared. Following the ceremony a reception was held in the Youth Room of RVURC.

Mr. and Mrs. make their home in Inwood, lowa.

Congratul ations, Eric and Larissa. We pray that
together, and that He will enable you to establish a truly Christian home.

Randy and Pamwere recently able to
enjoy a Get Away Trip to Jamaica, leaving
the girls, the farm, and the Midwest winter
behind to soak up some sun and fun! Pam
shared the following with us:

In February Randy and | went for a week to Jamaica with my sister and
her husband. We stayed in a very nice oOall i ncl u:

While we were there we took a tour down a river and to a waterfall. We
rode some dune buggies up into the hills a ways and saw how the people
live. We also went snorkeling for a couple of hours. The water was so
clear- that was a Iot.of fun. Then we went shopping for a day. They took The happy couple enjoying the
us to a shopping strip and also to the shops of the local people. These resort and the beach in sunny
shops were very small, built out of about nothing and it seemed that they  Jamaica.

all had about the same things to sell. We also spent some time on the
beach relaxing.

After seeing Jamaica and how most of the people live, hearing how much
they get paid a day and seeing the homes that they live in, we know we
are very blessed and have way more than we need in this country.

It was a good time and very relaxing. Randy said the worst thing about
this vacation was buying the summer clothes to go; but now we have
them all bought, sbhopewe can do it again some time!




