PLENDOR AND MAJESTY
ARE BEFORE HIM;
STRENGTH AND GLORY
ARE IN HIS SANCTUARY.

PSALM 96:6, NIV
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RaStor,S Let 0s S
— ilage and Think!

ANo One Stops to Thinko
This is a direct quote from the Prophet Isaiah, chapter 44:19 (NIV). Isaiah is lamenting the fact

that those who make and worship idols do not stop and think about the foolishness of using one
section of a tree truck to heat your house and cook your food, and then using another section of

the very same tree trunk to fashion an idol and then bow down to it and pray. The ESV reads
thiswayyi No one considers, nor is there knowl edge
in the fire; | also baked bread on its coals; | roasted meat and have eaten. And shall | make the
rest of it an abomination? Sh.a$olherdwefhavéthe d o wn
chide and the encouragement to be a thinking people. Surely the people of the Living God
should be a thinking people.

AThi nk About What it is You Think About o
One of the most wonderful abilities we have as Image Bearers of God is to think about what we

are thinking about. As Godds I mage Bearers we
present, we can think about the future. As we think about all three of these here and now, we

can decide what we are going to think: to dwell on, to meditate on, to concentrate on, to con-
sider, to conclude! Our thinking can be negative, bitter, and resentful; or our thinking can be
positive, thankful , and hopeful. ThHedi Apbdstyl e
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever

is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
prai se, t hi nk (Rhdigpiarts 4:8).h Wratewe thihki soaog defines what we say,

what we do, who we are, and what our witness is before the world. It will tell others what we

0t hi nk ab o (Matthewh22:42C The Amostlé Peter puts it this wAyt have wr it
tené.as reminders to sti mBPeet3NlWou to whol eso

Letds stop and think!

Pastor Joel Vander



We express our Christian Sympathy to the family of Walter, who was
called to his heavenly home on Saturday, January 3, 2015, after suffering a
stroke earlier in the week. Funeral services were held on Wednesday, January 7,
here at the Rock Valley United Reformed Church, with Rev. Vander Kooi offici-
ating. Because of severely cold weather, the graveside service was held in the
foyer of RVURC.

Walt was a Korean War Veteran. After coming home from Korea, he married Alta Mae, and together
they farmed north of Rock Valley. Walt and Alta raised a family of four children. Walt also sold feed and fer-
tilizer. Through the years he served on the Christian Education Chapter, was a deacon, and volunteered mal
hours at Hope Haven.

Walt is survived by his wife, Alta; son Dennis and his wife Joan; son Bob and his wife Cherie (of
RVURC); daughter Laura and her husband Greg; daughter Gail and her husband Henry (also of RVURC); 1
grandchildren and 16 great grandchildren; 1 sister and 3 brothers, including Albert and his wife Joanne of
RVURC. May the Lord tenderly comfort all those who mourn with the rich promises of the gospel.

On the evening of
Tuesday, September 1
we gathered together
for a grocery bridal _
shower for Amber, wholgiss
was married to Nathan

on Friday, August 1. ¥
We played some game
together, and we had tq
test ourselves to see if
we could pass the test
of being na

by 19500s '
Wow, times have :
changed in the last 60 |
years, for sure, but we g
agreed that whether it

N
3

is 1954 or 2014, Afunl ess
builds the house, the laborers la-

bor in vain.o Gifts were
the new bride, followed by a light
| unch. We pray for t he

richest blessings for Amber and
her husband as they establish a
strong, Christian home.




